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Overview 
 

The Civil Air Patrol’s Wreaths Across America program began in 2006 as an offshoot of the 
Arlington National Cemetery wreath project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement 
of wreaths donated by Worcester Wreath Co. The program has mushroomed in a short time. With 
its patriotic theme and its increasing visibility, Wreaths Across America is an ideal program for 
promotion of CAP and the patriotic values CAP holds dear. 
 
CAP’s goal as part of the Wreaths Across America observances: 
 

 To honor the sacrifices of veterans through the sponsorship of wreaths and wreath-laying 
observances throughout the U.S. and at Arlington National Cemetery. 

 To attract national and local publicity for CAP in general and its Wreaths Across America 
program in particular through activities implemented by NHQ/PA and through PAOs at 
the wing and squadron levels 
 

 
As the local face of CAP in your community, you have the power to shape the public awareness 
of Wreaths Across America and Civil Air Patrol in your community. There are a variety of ways 
you can do this. Some ideas may work better than others depending on your squadron’s existing 
community relationships and the resources available in your community. Use your creativity and 
hard work to make the most of this excellent and worthwhile nationwide event. 
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Fast Facts 
 
About CAP 

 Nearly 60,000 members nationwide.  

 Celebrates its 73rd anniversary on Dec. 1, 2014.  

 Three primary missions – aerospace education, cadet programs and emergency 
services.  

 Performs 85 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions, as tasked by 
the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center, saving an average of 70 lives per year. 

 Also performs aerial reconnaissance for homeland security and disaster relief missions 
for local, state and national organizations.  

 Operates one of the largest fleets of single-engine piston aircraft in the world, with 550-
plus currently in the fleet.  

 Flies, through volunteer members, approximately 100,000 hours each year.  

 Maintains fleet of 1,000-plus emergency service vehicles for training and mission support.  
 Mentors 25,000 cadets ages 12-20 in four areas: leadership, aerospace, fitness 

and character development.  
 Cadet activities include an active role in emergency services missions, orientation flights 

in powered and glider aircraft, flight training scholarships and career explorations, as well 
as activities and competition for cadets at local, state, regional and national levels. 

 
 
About Wreaths Across America 

 CAP is a Wreaths Across America partner. The nonprofit organization’s mission is to 
remember, honor and teach about the service and sacrifices of our nation’s veterans.  

 Began in 2006, Wreaths is as an offshoot of the Arlington National Cemetery wreath 
project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement of wreaths donated by 
Worcester Wreath Co. of Harrington, Maine. 

 Wreaths designated for Arlington are transported on a 750-mile journey from Harrington, 
after a sendoff ceremony. The route is one of the longest annual veterans’ celebrations, 
with parades and ceremonies held at more than 20 stops along the way.  

 
 
Last year’s observances 

 More than 405,000 Worcester wreaths were sponsored by the public for placement on 
veterans’ graves in 800-plus ceremonies in all 50 states as well as 24 foreign sites.  

 CAP’s Arlington observances included a wreath-laying ceremony at the CAP Memorial, 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the Women in Military Service Memorial.   

 Civil Air Patrol’s National Honor Guard took part in a special ceremonial holiday wreath-
laying at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.  

 Fifty wreaths donated by Worcester were presented during a special wreath-laying 
ceremony held at each state capitol. 
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Public Awareness Suggestions 
 
There are several ways to garner public awareness and support of Wreaths Across America and 
Civil Air Patrol’s role in this patriotic endeavor. 

 
Local civic and governmental organizations 
Build a relationship with local civic organizations, such as the VFW, the local Chamber of 
Commerce, and speak about your squadron’s Wreaths Across America plans at these meetings. 
For more information on how to develop partnerships with local civic organizations, refer to the 
CAP Public Awareness Plan. 
 
Also, bring the squadron’s Wreaths Across America plans to the attention of local and state 
government. Submit a proclamation using the sample proclamation included in this toolkit.  
 
Other public presentations 
Opportunities include: 

 School assembly presentations 

 Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day events 

 Booths at area festivals/fairs/shopping malls  

 
Traditional media 
Of course, traditional media outlets are a great way to spread the word via internet, print, radio 
and TV. Issue news releases and radio PSAs. Contact local TV talk shows. Create news releases 
that publicize CAP women in your local area who have served in the military, if applicable.  
 
When publicizing Wreaths Across America and CAP to local media, take the opportunity to 
emphasize the unit’s local accomplishments as well, including any previous Wreaths Across 
America participation and other recent missions or cadet accomplishments.  
 
 
Unit publications/Web presence 
Don’t forget to promote Wreaths Across America in regional, wing and squadron publications, 
Web sites and newsletters. Include a general history of CAP and Wreaths Across America in the 
publications, and publicize related events.  

 
Need help? 
Don’t hesitate to call upon the expertise of your immediate superior in the squadron command, 
your immediate superior in the PAO track and National Headquarters staffers. Work together with 
PAOs of other units involved in the cadet team to maximize publicity resources. 
 
NHQ contact information 
    Julie DeBardelaben ♦ Deputy Director, Public Affairs  
    W: 877-227-9142, ext. 250 ♦ C: 334-549-2224 
    Steve Cox ♦ Public Affairs Manager  
    W: 877-227-9142, ext 251 ♦ C: 334-296-5881 

http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/PA_Plan_updt_0309_3631C952D5D2C.pdf
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/PA_Plan_updt_0309_3631C952D5D2C.pdf
mailto:jdebardelaben@capnhq.gov
mailto:scox@capnhq.gov
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30-Second Radio PSA 
 
 

The Civil Air Patrol salutes the men and women of the Armed Forces. For nine Decembers now, 
Civil Air Patrol members nationwide have shown their appreciation to our nation’s veterans by 
adorning memorials and veterans’ graves with evergreen wreaths. As a key partner in Wreaths 
Across America, CAP ensures the sacrifices of our nation’s soldiers are not forgotten.  
 
This year, you can be a part of this unparalleled, nationwide tribute to veterans by sponsoring a 
Wreaths Across America wreath. You can even designate where the wreath will be laid in your 
local community.   
 
To find out more about how you can honor those who have served, contact your local Civil Air 
Patrol squadron or visit gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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Proclamation 

Presenting this proclamation on the thirteenth of December, two-thousand and fourteen, in 
honor of (name of local unit), Civil Air Patrol, and Worcester Wreath Co.’s contributions to 
Wreaths Across America. 

WHEREAS, in what is now very much a holiday tradition, (name of local unit(s)) cadets and 
officers will conduct a Wreaths Across America wreath-laying observance in honor of local 
veterans at (name of local site(s)) on Dec. 13; and 

WHEREAS, on Dec. 13, Civil Air Patrol cadets and senior members will help lay wreaths at 
Arlington National Cemetery and at the CAP Memorial; and 

WHEREAS, these wreath-laying ceremonies are made possible by the generous commitment of 
Worcester Wreath Co. of Harrington, Maine, which donated tens of thousands of wreaths for 
nationwide observances this year; and 

WHEREAS, Wreaths Across America began in 2006 as an offshoot of the Arlington National 
Cemetery wreath project, which was started more than 20 years ago, in 1992, with the annual 
placement of wreaths donated by Worcester Wreath Co.; and 

WHEREAS, Civil Air Patrol, for the ninth consecutive year, is partnering with Wreaths Across 
America, a nonprofit organization with a mission to remember, honor and teach about the service 
and sacrifices of our nation’s veterans; and 

WHEREAS, CAP members will help adorn veteran memorials and gravesites in all 50 states with 
red-ribboned remembrance wreaths on Dec. 13 in stirring, solemn tributes to the courage and 
sacrifice of those who have guarded and preserved our nation’s freedom throughout history; and 

WHEREAS, CAP units will conduct many of the more than 800 Wreaths Across America 
observances this year and will participate with other color and honor guards at many additional 
locations; and 

WHEREAS, Civil Air Patrol’s National Honor Guard will participate in a special ceremonial holiday 
wreath-laying at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., which also featured a wreath provided by 
Worcester Wreath Co.; and 

WHEREAS, members of the public have sponsored placement of more than 405,000 Worcester 
Wreath Co. wreaths on veterans’ graves throughout the U.S. and abroad;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT on this day, the thirteenth of December, two-
thousand and fourteen, the (Insert governmental body here) hereby honors, recognizes and 
commends (name of local unit), Civil Air Patrol, and Worcester Wreath Co. for this patriotic 
tribute to America’s veterans. 
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Helpful Links 
 

CAP Public Awareness Plan 
 

Wreaths Across America  
website 

 

  

 

http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/cap_public_awareness_plan/
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/

