FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CAP, Wreaths Across America team for National Military Appreciation Month thanks
 (Name of squadron) to give out cards on (date, e.g. Memorial Day)     
(DATELINE, e.g. MADISON, Wis.) – Civil Air Patrol’s (name of squadron)             , in conjunction with Wreaths Across America, plans to observe National Military Appreciation Month with “Thank You For Your Service” cards for U.S. active duty military and veterans. The observance begins on May 1 and continues through Flag Day (June 14).
“Our primary objective is to show support for the armed services during other times of the year than just the holidays,” said Col. Daniel M. Leclair, commander of CAP’s Maine Wing. Maine is the home state of Wreaths Across America, a nonprofit organization that recognizes the courage and sacrifices of U.S. veterans with holiday wreath-laying ceremonies at national cemeteries and monuments throughout the country and abroad.

Each “Thank You” card identifies the local CAP squadron and directs recipients to a Web page, www.thankyou.wreathsacrossamerica.org. The cards will be given out (dates, e.g. Memorial Day) at (list of places     ). (Mention other significant achievements or activities affiliated with the card distribution, e.g. Memorial Day ceremony at the local courthouse.) 
Partnering with Wreaths Across America, based at Worcester Wreath Co. in Harrington, Maine, is a holiday tradition for CAP. CAP members lead almost half of the Wreaths Across America observances each year and provide color and honor guards for many additional locations. Members also sell the remembrance wreaths for the observances. (Add details from last year’s event commander here.)
Leclair said the “Thank You” cards are a good opportunity to jump-start CAP’s 2010 Wreaths Across America observances. “This great project will also allow us to kick off our Wreaths Across America program earlier this year within CAP with 100 percent participation from our members,” he said. “We are hoping to distribute half-a-million cards by June 14.” (Substitute similar quote from local squadron commander, if desired.)
Each card encourages the purchase of remembrance wreaths for this year’s holiday ceremonies, which begin in November.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 59,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 72 lives in fiscal year 2009. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the more than 24,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 68 years. For more information on CAP, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
