FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Hometown) resident helps Congress focus on Civil Air Patrol missions
(DATELINE, e.g. WORCESTER, Mass.) – During Civil Air Patrol’s 2011 Legislative Day on March 3, (Participant’s full name) of (participant’s hometown) personally briefed (name of Congressman/Senator) in Washington, D.C., on how the U.S. Air Force auxiliary’s primary missions –emergency services, aerospace education and cadet programs – make a difference in their communities. 

The organization’s 52 wing and eight region commanders, as well as youth involved in the cadet program, all took part in this annual networking event on Capitol Hill.
“Our legislators, and the citizens they represent, are Civil Air Patrol’s stakeholders,” said CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Amy S. Courter. “We want them to know what an incredible job CAP volunteers are doing in their communities, both in the air and on the ground. Our volunteers are a true force multiplier for the U.S. Air Force.”

(List wing highlights from the past year here. For instance wings involved in CAP’s Gulf oil spill response should mention that, along with any other accomplishments related to CAP’s primary missions. Go to this link to CAP’s Legislative Day handouts -- http://www.capmembers.com/cap_national_hq/cap_reports/ -- for more information and ideas.)
(Participant’s last name), a CAP member since (date), is a (member or commander) of (name of unit). This member has achieved much in CAP. (List achievement, awards, information about wing, etc.)
Legislative Day is part of a full slate of activities for CAP members gathering in the nation’s capital for the organization’s Winter National Board meeting, scheduled for March 4-5 at the Marriott Crystal City in Arlington, Va. The board, which meets twice a year – in the winter and the summer, consists of 67 members representing each state, plus Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, within the organization’s eight regions. The board is CAP’s policy-making arm and, in conjunction with the CAP Board of Governors, proposes amendments to the governing constitution and bylaws.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 61,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 113 lives in fiscal year 2010. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and drug interdiction missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the more than 26,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 69 years. It is a major partner with Wreaths Across America, an initiative to remember, honor and teach about the sacrifices of U.S. military veterans. For more information on Civil Air Patrol, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com or www.capvolunteernow.com.
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CAP contacts:
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Deputy Director, Public Affairs
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W: (877) 227-9142, ext. 250
C: (334) 549-2224
