FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 (Hometown) resident aims high at Civil Air Patrol’s National Flight Academy
(INSERT DATELINE, e.g. SHREVEPORT, La.) – (Cadet’s rank, first and last name), age (cadet’s age), from (hometown) will learn more about flying powered aircraft at Civil Air Patrol’s National Flight Academy to be held July 9-19 in Shawnee, Okla., at Shawnee Municipal Airport.
 
The flight academy is specifically designed for cadets who want to learn to fly. Participants receive formal ground instruction and cockpit time with a certified flight instructor; the low instructor-to-student ratio provides opportunities for mentoring and individual attention. NFA also provides many participants the opportunity to solo. During their stay in Shawnee, the cadets will also be given an orientation tour of Tinker Air Force Base to include the Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center, 72nd Security Forces Squadron, 552nd Air Control Wing and the U.S. Navy’s Strategic Communications Wing One.
“We hope to build upon the cadets’ introduction to aviation and flight that they received at their home CAP squadrons,” said Lt. Col. Ed Angala, director of the academy. “Their 10 days will be a bit stressful but we intend on making it educational and, we hope, enjoyable.”

Twenty-five cadets from 14 states are participating in the flight academy. “We have a highly qualified group of instructors training a group of highly-motivated cadets,” said Angala. “We want to provide the cadets with an experience they will remember.”

Instructors and staff from seven states, from as far away as Massachusetts, are attending the flight academy. “One of the instructors is the Oklahoma Wing commander, Col. Robert Castle, and another is the Massachusetts chief of standardization and evaluation, Maj. Mark Jacobs,” said Angala. “A third instructor has been a member of Civil Air Patrol for 50 years, Lt. Col. Allen Maxwell.”

The academy is one of 30 National Cadet Special Activities sponsored by CAP this summer. These activities allow cadets to hone their skills in a variety of areas, including search and rescue, flight and emergency services, science, leadership fundamentals, citizenship and military courtesies, and to explore aerospace technology and aviation careers. In 2009, more than 1,100 youth participated in CAP-sponsored summer activities.

Through its cadet program, CAP builds strong citizens for the future by providing leadership training, technical education, scholarships and career education to young men and women ages 12 to 20. 

(Cadet’s last name) has been a CAP cadet since (date cadet joined). (Note other accomplishments, in CAP and elsewhere).

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 59,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 72 lives in fiscal year 2009. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the more than 24,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 68 years. For more information on CAP, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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