FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Hometown) teen goes weightless as part of Civil Air Patrol’s underwater astronaut training
(DATELINE, e.g. MADISON, Wis.) – Cadet (Rank, first and last name)             , (age), from      (hometown)              will defy gravity as part of simulated astronaut training at the Civil Air Patrol’s Engineering Technologies Academy-Neutral Buoyancy Lab Aug. 1-8 in Flint, Mich. 
At the academy, Civil Air Patrol cadets will experience a neutrally buoyant environment, much like NASA astronauts do during scuba training to prepare for the reduced gravity of space. The course emphasizes leadership with special focus given to science, technology, engineering and mathematic activities that relate to aerospace and aeronautics. While submerged in a pool, the cadets will work on a series of tasks while constructing a simulated section of a space station. 
Participating cadets are required to have open water diver certification, an initial scuba qualification form certifying the successful completion of a 200-meter swim, a tread test and a standard medical physical.
 
Russell Billings, a physics teacher at Kearsley High School in Flint, Mich., and a Civil Air Patrol aerospace education member, came up with the idea for the lab when he was an applicant for the NASA astronaut program. The activity’s project and application process are patterned after NASA’s. 

CAP cadets often reach for the stars. Astronaut Eric Boe, a former cadet and current CAP member, piloted the Space Shuttle Endeavour on a mission in November 2008.
The Engineering Technologies Academy-Neutral Buoyancy Lab is one of 30 National Cadet Special Activities being sponsored by CAP across the nation this summer. These activities allow cadets to hone their skills in a variety of areas, including search and rescue, flight and emergency services, science, leadership fundamentals, citizenship and military courtesies, and to explore aerospace technology and aviation careers. In 2008, 1,064 youth participated in CAP-sponsored summer activities.

Through its cadet program, CAP builds strong citizens for the future by providing leadership training, technical education, scholarships and career education to young men and women ages 12 to 20. 

(Cadet’s last name) has been a CAP cadet since (date cadet joined). (Note other accomplishments, in CAP and elsewhere)

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 56,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 91 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 67 years. For more information on CAP, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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